Digital Literacy & Source Evaluation Worksheet
TED 121 Educational Technology
Let’s apply the AAOCC Framework (Accuracy, Authority, Objectivity, Currency, Coverage, based on the work of Alexander & Tate) to a real-world online source. Identify potential red flags and determine the suitability of the online resource for academic or instructional use.
Part 1: First Impressions & Metadata
Before diving into the text, look at the framework and surrounding details of the online resource.
1. Source URL: 
2. Who is the creator/publisher/sponsor of this page? Look for an "About Us," a corporate logo, or a personal bio.
3. What is the domain extension? (e.g., .com, .org, .gov, .net, .edu)
 .gov or .edu (Typically trusted institutional data)
 .org (Can be a reliable non-profit or a biased advocacy group)
  .com or .net (Commercial or network sites; require closer inspection)
  Other: ____________ (e.g., blog platforms like wordpress.com or open wikis)
Does the domain/URL raise any red flags? 

Part 2: The AAOCC Deep Dive
Rate the website on a scale of 1 to 5 for each criterion (1 = Severe Red Flags, 5 = Highly Trustworthy), and provide evidence from the page.
1. Accuracy (Is the science/math/fact/information correct?)
· Guiding Question: Are the formulas, dates, or scientific facts applied correctly? Does it ignore major variables? Do you have to perform a search to trace the source?
· Rating: ⭐ ____ / 5
· Evidence from the site: 
2. Authority (Who wrote this and why should we trust them?)
· Guiding Question: What is the trustworthiness of the Website? (Is this a peer-reviewed database, or is it a self-published personal blog/wiki?) Can you verify the author's credentials outside of this specific site? Do you have to perform an additional search to verify the author’s credentials?
· Rating: ⭐ ____ / 5
· Evidence from the site: 
3. Objectivity (Is there a hidden agenda?)
· Guiding Question: Is the site trying to sell a product or push an ideological/religious/political agenda? Is the tone emotional or strictly empirical?
· Rating: ⭐ ____ / 5
· Evidence from the site: 
4. Currency (Is the information up to date?)
· Guiding Question: When was this page last updated? Are there broken links or references to outdated frameworks? Does the information appear to be current?
· Rating: ⭐ ____ / 5
· Evidence from the site: 
5. Coverage (Does it have actual depth?)
· Guiding Question: Does it provide a deep, complete analysis, or is it a superficial overview? Does it leave out critical context, lesson modifications, or structural critiques?
· Rating: ⭐ ____ / 5
· Evidence from the site: 

Part 3: Decision & Classroom Application
Synthesize your findings to make a professional, pedagogical judgment.
1. The Final Verdict: Based on your AAOCC evaluation, would you allow your future students to use this page as a source for a research project or lesson activity? Why or why not?

